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Building a Mode of Modernization Featuring Harmonious
Coexistence Between Man and Nature: An Exploration by

Reviewing the Academic History

CHEN Yun

Abstract ; The crucial discourse on the modernization of harmonious coexistence between man and na-
ture raises a challenge in addressing the inherent relationship between the ecological environment and
economic modernization. Throughout the academic history, two modes of thinking on this matter have
emerged ; the traditional Model A and Brown’s Model B. The former scrutinizes the environment from
an “economic” standpoint, representing the “light green” trend of thought. In contrast, the latter ex-
amines the economy from an “environmental” perspective, embodying the “deep green” trend of
thought. However, both the “light green” Model A and the “deep green” Model B have ultimately
veered towards extremes, hindering the modernization of harmonious coexistence between man and na-
ture. An upgraded Model C, surpassing Models A and B, proves to be more rational and realistic for
achieving the modernization of harmonious coexistence between man and nature. This model, denoted
as the “one whole, three interfaces, and four drivers” model, is derived from our fundamental nation-
al conditions. The notion of “one whole” signifies comprehensive green development, “three inter-
faces” involves circular economy, low-carbon economy, and green economy, while “four drivers” pre-
dominantly include pathways such as the promotion of ecological modernization, the opening of an eco-
logical road to prosperity, the establishment of an ecological economic belt, and the leadership of an
ecological pilot zone. The various dimensions of this model are interconnected and mutually influen-
tial, forming an integrated whole that holds significant importance in the modernization of harmonious
coexistence between man and nature.

Keywords ; modernization of harmonious coexistence between man and nature; model A; model B;
mode C and its upgrades
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