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An Investigation on the Continuity of Chinese Path to Common
Prosperity: A Comparative Analysis Based on Economic

Construction in Three Historical Periods

YIN Jun

Abstract ; Through longitudinal comparative research of Chinese economic practice in three historical
periods methods, this paper argues that Chinese path to modernization targeting a common prosperity
for everyone is a long-term historical process of continuity. Since 1949, the Communist Party of China
(CPC) has led Chinese people to undergo three historical periods of economic construction, continued
to promote common prosperity in terms of total economic growth, economic structure optimization, and
governance of the gap between the rich and the poor, and made great achievements, reflecting the his-
torical logic of the unity of “expanding the economic pie”, “improving the quality of the economic
pie”, and “fairly distributing the economic pie”. Based on a comparison of the development paths of
economic construction, the CPC has established interconnected and differentiated economic develop-
ment goals, concepts, and systems in accordance with the principal contradictions in China’s society at
different times, which not only consistently advance towards the goal of common prosperity, but also
meet the objective requirements of different times, reflecting the practical logic of integrating continuity
and periodicity. The basic experiences of economic construction in the three historical periods include :
adhering to the guidance of Marxism as the theoretical foundation for continuous development toward
common prosperity ; persistently liberating and developing productive forces to strengthen the material
foundation for achieving common prosperity ; adapting to the times and innovating institutional mecha-
nisms to refine the institutional foundation for common prosperity ; and pursuing comprehensive, coor-
dinated, and sustainable development to consolidate the structural foundation for common prosperity.
All this embodies the theoretical logic of the path to common prosperity with Chinese characteristics
under the leadership of the CPC.

Keywords ;: common prosperity ; three historical periods; economic construction; continuity
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