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A Masterpiece of Grasping Certainty in the Midst of Uncertainties :

Re-reading Mao Zedong’s On Protracted War
WANG Miao

Abstract; How to grasp certainty in the midst of uncertainties is not only a hot topic in the field of in-
ternational military security at present but also a task of the times that China must face in the new jour-
ney of realizing the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. To enhance our ability in this regard, we
can get new inspiration from revisiting some classics. As early as the beginning of the Japanese all-out
war of aggression against China, Mao Zedong created his classic On Protracted War which is a military
theoretical masterpiece characterized by gasping certainty in the midst of uncertainties. To be specific,
through fully understanding the characteristics of the times in the turbulent situation, this great work
drew up military command strategies in the confusing war situation, revealed the nature, the laws and
the trends of the war of resistance in the complex and changeable contradictions and their movements,
and manifested the correct leadership of the Communist Party of China and its leader in the contest of
various revolutionary forces. It not only foresaw the definitive answer that the War of Resistance was a
protracted war and would eventually be won, but also painted a clear outline of the victory of a protrac-
ted war. On Protracted War is still of practical significance for us to open up a new situation in the
midst of changes, grasp certainty in the midst of uncertainties, and unswervingly take the road of the
great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation.

Keywords ;: Mao Zedong; On Protracted War; War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression; uncer-
tainties; certainty
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