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The Dilemma in Husserl’s Phenomenology and Its Resolution from
a Psychological Perspective . Clarification and Preliminary

Exploration of a Task in the History of Philosophy

GAO Shenchun

Abstract ; Herbert Spiegelberg once proposed that one of the most important needs in the understanding
of Husserl’s philosophy is the clarification of the relationship between his phenomenology and psychology.
We might take his proposition as meaning a task for the history of philosophy and, if taken seriously, such
clarification will help deepen our understanding of psychology. There is no doubt that Husserl’s phe-
nomenology has its original seeds in Brentano’s psychology, hence the innermost unification between
phenomenology and psychology. The turn toward transcendental phenomenology makes psychology
change in nature so that it becomes subordinate to the transcendental phenomenology. This negative
relationship is determined by the transcendental phenomenology on the one hand and reveals it as a
self-enclosed and dead-ended labyrinth of thought on the other. In his later years Husserl’s investiga-
tions concerning such issues as life-world and pre-predicative experience might be viewed as efforts
trying to find ways out of this labyrinth by returning back to psychology.
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