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Pan Shu’s Contribution to the Psychology of Consciousness

GUO Benyu

Abstract; Pan Shu, a famous psychologist, educator, and social activist, was the main organizer and
leader of psychology in China after 1949. He was also one of the pioneers of modern psychology in
China and the main founder of the theoretical psychology in China. His psychological thoughts have
basically established the theoretical system of dialectical materialism-based psychology with Chinese
characteristics. Consciousness is the most important content in Pan Shu’s psychological theory. In his
theory, consciousness is not a thing, but a process, a psychological activity of people, and a compre-
hensive cognitive activity or cognitive function of people in their life practice targeting the objective
world which has themselves as its part. He put forward the methodological principles of the psychological
research of consciousness, deeply expounded the basic contents of the consciousness research of scien-
tific psychology, and systematically commented on the views of consciousness held by various schools
of traditional psychology. Pan Shu’s research on the psychology of consciousness is one of the most
important theoretical achievements in the development of psychology in China in the past century,
which has set a model for establishing the theoretical system of psychology with Chinese characteristics.
Keywords ; Pan Shu; dialectical materialism; scientific psychology; consciousness; consciousness view
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