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Development of Rule of Law in Ecological and Environmental

Governance in the Spatial Dimension: Practice, Logic and Innovation
DU Hui

Abstract;In constructing the legal order of ecological civilization, the spatial perspective provides
a new dimension for observing, analyzing, and innovating the rule of law in the protection of ecology
and environment. A review of the practice of rule of law in the protection of ecology and environment
since China’s implementation of reform and opening up reveals that there are three types of spatial view
in the trajectory of the development of rule of law; the abstract spatial view of undifferentiated holism
the spatial view of the division of places dominated by administrative regions; and the spatial view of
converged differentiated systems. As the goal of the development of rule of law in the protection of
ecology and environment is transformed into spatial governance, it is necessary to accurately identify
the requirements for change imposed by the functional associations, spatial relationships, and goals of
spatial governance upon the normative system of environmental law, its institutional functions and insti-
tutional resilience. In order to follow the spatial trajectory of the change of rule of law and the proposi-
tion of rule of law contained in the spatial governance, on the one hand, it is necessary to promote the
continuous shift from the ecological environment rights system to the spatial rights system. On the other
hand, it is necessary to complete the deep construction of spatial governance rights from the dimen-
sions of organizational law, behavioral law, procedural law, and liability law. These forms two fulerum
points to promote the further development of rule of law in the protection of ecology and environment.
Keywords : spatial view; spatial governance ; spatial rights; rule of law in ecological and environmental
governance
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