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From Revolution “Prologue” to Construction “Example” .

On a Key Shift in Lenin’s Socialist Strategic Thoughts

YU Min

Abstract ; Afier the February Revolution in 1917, facing the reality of workers’ movements in Europe,
Lenin put forward the idea that the Russian revolution was only the “prologue” to the European social-
ist revolution. This is a socialist strategic thought on carrying out the world revolution. By the end of
the civil war in 1920, thinking of the fact that Soviet Russia was the only socialist country surrounded
by the capitalist countries, Lenin proposed that it should be time to start the construction of a new sys-
tem and turn Soviet Russia into a model of socialism for the whole Europe. In order to set an example,
he put forward the means and ways to realize national electrification, carry out foreign trade and imple-
ment new economic policy. This is a new socialist strategic thought, that is, the thought of exerting so-
cialist influence on European countries with the achievements in the construction of the new Russian
system. The above-mentioned transformation of Lenin’s socialist strategic thoughts has the significance
of ideological enlightenment to the contemporary practice of Chinese Communists.

Keywords : Lenin; Socialist strategic thoughts; shift in strategy; “prologue” to revolution; “example”
of construction
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