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From Academic Capital to Academic Capitalism .

Focusing on American Universities
HU Qinxiao

Abstract ; From both theoretical and practical aspects, the academic capital and academic capitalism
have attracted people’s close attention. The boundary between them is whether the action under their
guidance is interest-oriented or not. American colleges and universities not only have the most abun-
dant academic capital, but also are the source of the academic capitalism theory and the place where
academic capitalism is very popular. The external forces such as the politics, market and culture, and
the internal subjects such as the colleges and universities, the administrators and teachers, work to-
gether to promote the shift in focus from academic capital to academic capitalism in American colleges
and universities. The change from an academic value orientation to a commercial value orientation is
embodied in the commercialization in the idea and function of universities which have been gradually
turned into corporation-like institutions. Academic capitalism, as a kind of practice, has been spread
worldwide. To avoid academic capitalism, we need to promote the return of and the transcendence over
academic capital and make sure that the state, universities and teachers shoulder more responsibilities.
Keywords : academic capital ; academic capitalism; interest orientation; American universities
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