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Some Thoughts on the Investigation and Research of Dialects in

Jiangsu Province
GU Qian

Abstract ; The investigation and research of dialects in Jiangsu Province has always been considered
the miniature of Chinese dialectology because it started early and related to the establishment of mod-
ern Chinese dialectology. This paper reviews the history of dialect investigation in Jiangsu Province and
analyzes its current situation. On the whole, although great accomplishments have been achieved in
such areas as geographic dialects, language contact, and dialect database construction, there is still
some space for expansion. It is therefore very significant to strengthen the fieldwork in the studies on
dialects and to do more original work in the studies on the language itself. Meantime, it is urgent to
create a favorable environment to train a group of outstanding professionals and build a high-level lan-
guage research team.

Keywords : dialects in Jiangsu Province; investigation and research; dialect history
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