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Regression or Breakthrough: On Attribution of Causality

in China’s Criminal Law in Criminal Law
LIANG Yunbao

Abstract: China’s traditional causality theory makes a purely objective orientation of causality and at the
same time mixes some normative connotations in judgment, which renders it difficult to make reasonable
normative judgments and causes a lack of judicial adaptability in dealing with specific cases. In the Continental
countries, the revised equivalent causality theory and the dangerous content completion theory are the two latest
developments in causality attribution in criminal law. They have neither abandoned the content of norms on
normative judgment, nor limited the establishment scope of causation in criminal law to the objective level.
So far, the revised equivalent causality theory, the dangerous content completion theory and the objective
attribution theory have failed to provide adequate criteria for normative judgment. However, the objective
attribution theory has some obvious comparative advantages in methodology and subordinate rules. Rather than
returning to purely objective judgment, the solution to the crises in China’s traditional causality theory requires
a theoretical breakthrough characterized by incorporating the appropriate elements of objective attribution
theory into the normative judgement when determining the causality in criminal cases.

Key words: causality; equivalent causality theory; dangerous content completion theory; objective attribution
theory

About the authors: LIANG Yunbao, PhD in Law, Associate Professor at School of Law, Southeast
University (Nanjing 211189).

O (G ERAE LRI ), GEH ) 199745 A 24 H, 7R,

131



