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Differences in Students’ Cultural Identity and Its Recognition in

Classroom Teaching
CHENG Lianghong, LIU Liping

Absrtact: The cultural identity of students represents the characteristics of cultural differences formed by
the influences exerted by such factors as geographical and family origins. In traditional teaching, teachers
mostly ignore the differences in students’ cultural identities and regard them only as knowledge learners,
failing to take into consideration the influence of students’ cultural differences on teaching and even deviating
from the function and values of teaching which are supposed to help students excel in building their cultural
and academic identities. It is a possible way to overcome the limitation of knowledge transfer teaching and
seek teaching improvement through fully understanding the differences in students’ cultural identities and
their influence on classroom teaching and pursuing a rational reconstruction of such differences. This requires
teachers to treat themselves as cultural workers who live in harmony with “other cultures” , develop enough
empathy with students’ situation, and assume the responsibility to guide and help them to enrich their cultural
identities.
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