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Ideological Boundary and Its Security Governance in Cyberspace
LU Yuan, WANG Yonggui

Abstract: Ideological boundary is an important symbol to distinguish and identify different forms of ideology
and constitutes a necessary precondition to protect the ideological security. The boundaries between different
ideologies in cyberspace need to be clarified, and in particular it is necessary to distinguish the bounded from
the unbounded and to develop a clear understanding of the tension between them. The conflicts between the
bounded and the unbounded include the following binary oppositions: the scope of online transmission is
unbounded, while the determination of what is the dominant ideology is bounded; what is transmitted through
the Internet is unbounded, while the identification with the mainstream ideology is bounded; the tendency of the
integration of different elements online is unbounded, while the governance of ideological security is bounded.
However, the ideological boundaries are blurred by the following factors: the gap between the plural social
thoughts and the need to adhere to the single dominant ideology; the disconnection between the abstract nature
of ideology and the concreteness of its forms; and the conflict between the fast speed of online transmission
and the enough time needed for the development of good values. Therefore, we have to enhance the guiding
and cohesive roles played by the mainstream ideology and help hundreds of millions of netizens improve their
practice ability in a cyberspace characterized by pluralism, diversity and volatility so as to increase our capacity
to govern the ideological security online.
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