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A Study on the Role of Opinion Leaders in Influencing Cyberspace

Ideological Security
FANG Shinan, XU Xueshan

Abstract: The wide use of mobile Internet and smart terminals has brought about a series of new issues in
correctly guiding the cyberspace public opinion and ensuring the security of cyberspace ideology. The opinion
leaders in cyberspace are the specific individuals who are active in the virtual world and exert great influence on
the majority of netizens and the public opinion online. They can play both positive and negative roles in creating
the public opinion momentum online, disseminating and guiding the trend of public opinion and increasing the
pressure of online public opinion on the security of the Internet ideology. Only by attaching great importance
to the unique position and function held by the Internet opinion leaders concerning ideological security, fully
understanding the factors determining their influence, and actively exploring the effective ways to enable them
to play a positive role in safeguarding the ideological security online, can we bring the positive role into full play
and contain the negative role played by the Internet opinion leaders and create a clean and honest cyberspace to
ensure the ideological security online and the overall national security.
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