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Wang Tongzhao’s Choice between the Genres of Old Poetry and New

Novels
LI Yu-chun, LU Wei

Abstract: Wang Tongzhao is known for his achievement in new literary writings ( in particular novel
writing ), but he was also very good at old literary genres especially ancient Chinese poems. However, Wang’s
old-style poems and new-style novels share great commonality in such aspects as the theme, implication,
imagery and artistic conception, which constitutes the interaction and intersection of the two new and old
genres. In the stylistic function, his old-style poems are mostly the works directly showing the author’s inner
world and embodies the characteristic of the traditional Chinese poems which were intended to yanzhi 75 & (literally
express the poetsaspirations ); his new-style novels became his tool to do enlightenment by paying attention to
the society and people’s life, thus fulfilling the long-pursued function of zaidao ZE ( literally to carry the principle )
in Chinese literary tradition. In terms of the religious issues, Wang’s old-style poems are in accordance with the
Eastern Buddhist culture, while his new-style novels convey the cultural thought of Western Christianity. It is
such differences and divisions that fully display the richness of Wang Tongzhao’s literary world. At different
stages of his life, Wang had different focuses in his literary creation: while he concentrated on old-style poems,
he almost did nothing in new-style novel creation or vice versa. This kind of choice between the two literary
genres constitutes a unique artistic feature ( i.e. separation and dislocation in genres ) of Wang s literary works.
This is closely related to the writer’s self-cognition. Comparatively speaking, the old-style poems is more self-
oriented, mainly expressing the inner mind, while the new-style novel is closer to the times, mainly expressing
the general reason and principle. Therefore, it is safe to say that the choice of genre and style depends on the
writer s internal world and his external environment.

Key words: Wang Tongzhao; old-style poems; new-style novels; generic intertextual percolation; generic

deviation; generic dislocation
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