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Several Issues concerning Incorporating Credibility as a Component

of Core Values into Building a Law-Based Government
YANG Deng-feng

Abstract: In the system of core socialist values, credibility is regarded as a key component concerning a
citizen s personality. This, however, does not mean that credibility should not be integrated into the construction
of a law-based government or has little bearing on this great cause. The incorporation of credibility into building
a law-based government requires the enhancement of citizens’ personal integrity but more importantly has to
improve the credibility of the government as well as the personal integrity of public servants. Credibility is of
great axiological value and at the same time is an essential part of the code governing our conduct. That is to
say, when credibility as a code of conduct is incorporated into the construction of a law-based government, its
corporation as a component of values system will consequently be achieved. In promoting and explaining the
idea of credibility, we not only have to base it on the notion of credibility in the traditional Chinese culture but
also should take into consideration the new qualities it has gained from the operation of contract-based market
economy and the rule of law in the modern society. With a view to the enhancement of credibility in China, the
successful incorporation of this value into building a law-based government depends on the establishment of
such effective mechanisms as assessing the governmental credibility and filing the credibility records of public
servants.
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