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Adaptation and Use of Opera Plots in Chinese Films
ZHU Yi-miao

Abstract: In the era of image, the combination of Chinese opera and Chinese film is often conducted in this
form: the latter adopts the elements and in particular the plot of the former. The function of opera plot in the
film is mainly embodied in its narrative and characterization. The selection and use of opera plot shows how
the film directors select and use the opera elements to create a dramatic atmosphere and introduce into the film
a sense of tragedy. The adaptation and use of the opera elements also indicate the directors’ needs to express
feelings and highlight the local and temporal characteristics in their works. The analysis of the practice of the
integration between opera and film has significant implications for the development of Chinese opera and film
in the future.

Key words: Chinese film; opera plot; function; selection; application
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