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Discourse Function of Interrogative Sentences with Particle “Ne”

and the Use of “Ne”
ZHANG Xiao-feng

Abstract: In verbal communication, interrogative sentences with sentence-final question particle “ne” We
have three main different discourse functions: to associate two propositions which are opposing to each
other; to explain an ambiguous proposition further; and to confirm a relevant proposition. The different
discourse functions of interrogative sentences with “ne” are closely related to their discourse positions.
The discourse function of “ne” highlights the relevance of the question and its presupposition. The use of
“ne” is closely related to its discourse function.
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