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School Bullying as a Social Problem in Japan: Causes, Governance

and Reflection
GAO Xijao-xia

Abstract: School bullying is not only an ancient social phenomenon but also a universal social problem in
today’s world. In Japan, school bullying also has a long history and has been a social problem characterized
by high incidence and high risk. The social problem of campus bullying in Japan, showing a group behavior
structure, is not only due to some profound historical and cultural causes but also caused by some educational
pathological factors. Accordingly, Japan deals with school bullying mainly through the legal means, prevents
campus bullying by strengthening school moral education, and copes with school bullying with the help of
collaborative governance. Research and reflection on Japan’s school bullying, its success and failure, and its
gains and losses, is undoubtedly valuable for the governance of school bullying in China.

Key words: Japan; school bullying; social problem; educational pathology; governance
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