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Influence of Drama on Ci Poetry of Song Dynasty
QIAO Guo-heng

Abstract: In the Song Dynasty, the ci poetry and the drama influenced each other, forming a symbiotic
relationship. The previous studies mainly focused on the far reaching effect of the ci poetry on the drama.
However, a more careful examination of the historical context shows that the boom in dramatic arts also
aroused writers of ¢i poetry so much so that they took an active part in appreciating, creating and studying
dramas. When they returned to the field of ¢ poetry, elements of dramas naturally penetrated into their ct
poems, which were thus enriched with the brilliant characters, vivid performances and the classical stories
from the dramas. Furthermore, the novel generic format of dramas caused corresponding changes in the textual
structure of the ¢i poems and broadened their artistic function by incorporating the sarcastic, allegorical and
humorous elements featuring the drama. Therefore, the ci poetry took on a new aspect after absorbing the
elements from the drama in terms of content, form and spirit.

Key words: drama; influence; i poetry of Song Dynasty
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