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Pan Lang’s Unconstrained Disposition and Literary Pursuit
GAO Feng

Abstract: Pan Lang, a famous poet in the early years of the Northern Song Dynasty, can be regarded as a
combination of a Confucian scholar, a hermit and a travelling strategist. Looking free and unfettered, he was
actually eager for fame and success at the bottom of his heart, which made him a maverick and storied life.
Due to his unconstrained disposition, he wrote poems on a wide range of topics and themes and interacted with
his fellow poets through poems, which display profound implications. Though Pan followed Jia Dao who was
known for his relentless pursuit of effective diction when writing poems, his poems show a style of unchecked
passion. He advocated literary innovation which had a far-reaching influence on the ¢i poetry. His series of ¢i
poems, entitled Jiuquan zi ({iF§ % F) ), have important artistic value and literary significance in the history of
¢t poetry.

Key words: Pan Lang; free and unfettered; poetry
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