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A Historical Treatise on Natural Education
LIU Xiao-dong

Abstract: The birth of Jean-Jacques Rousseau’s natural education marks the beginning of modern education.
All education reformers since Rousseau have stuck to the position of Rousseau’s natural education, which
is not the patent of the bourgeoisie. Moreover, Rousseau’s breath can be found in Soviet socialist scholars
Lev Vygotsky and Vasyl Sukhomlynsky’s education thoughts. Rousseau’s natural education has its western
pioneers. But in ancient China similar thoughts can also be found. Education’s modernization in China can be
rooted in the profound Chinese thought resources, which could be used to comprehend, support and promote
western modern pedagogy and vice versa.

Key words: Jean-Jacques Rousseau; human nature; natural education; natural law; child education; history
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