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Marxist Labor Division Theory: Its Essence and

Contemporary Implications
YIN Cai-xiang

Abstract: When formulating their theory of historical materialism, Marx and Engels set up a scientific
and systematic theory of labor division. This theory of labor division not only explains the meaning of labor
division scientifically but also reveals its nature thoroughly. According to Marx and Engels, labor division is
characterized by the following features: historical inheritance, inherent inequality , geographic imbalance,
and the possibility of human freedom and liberation. All this constitutes the gist of the Marxist theory of labor
division. This theory not only helps us develop due understanding of the reality of and cause for the inequality in
the labor division promoted by globalization, but provides us with better vision when analyzing, understanding
and tackling the series of problems posed by the labor division in the modernization drive implemented by
contemporary China.

Key words: Marxism; labor division theory; society equality
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