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Guiding Principles for Action in a Highly Complicated Society
ZHANG Kang-zhi

Abstract:In the era of globalization and post-industrialization, the society has become extremely complex and
indeterminate: we are facing a society full of risks. Under this condition, we have to establish a set of guiding
principles for our action before we know what actions to take and how to make for a sound development
through taking these actions. The social construction since the modern times has been made under the principle
of identity and universality and the elements of the social construction have been recognized as the abstract and
atomic individuals in our metaphysical reflection on the issue. However, the society is not isolated from human
beings but rather exists in the life and activities of social subjects. The extreme complexity and indeterminacy
of society is embodied in the social aspects of human life and activities and requires human beings to achieve
a symbiotic existence. The social construction based on the symbiotic requirement of human beings will rise
above the limitations faced by individualism, collectivism, egoism and altruism and bridge the gap between the
observer and the participant in social practice, thus engaging each individual in the social action and achieving
a social construction based on the symbiotic existence and collaborative action of all the members of a society.

Key words: complexity; indeterminacy; globalization; post-industrialization; symbiotic existence;

collaborative action
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