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Periodization and Features of Shihua in Ming Dynasty
HOU Rong-chuan

Abstract: The evolution of shihua i+ i (notes on poets and poetry ) in the Ming Dynasty are not only well
reflected by the achievements in poetic theories but the shaping of the complicated pattern of narrative
strategies, textual structure and mode of circulation as well. On the basis of an examination of such
elements as content and form, the development of shihua can be divided into five stages: continuation;
pre-transformation; transformation; accomplishment; and division. Focusing on the characteristic
value of each period will provide a unique perspective on the history of poetic creation and criticism,
thus capturing the real features of shihua in the Ming Dynasty.

Key words: shihua of Ming Dynasty ; periodization; features; development of poetics
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