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A New Understanding of Zuiweng Tanlu

MENG Zhao-lian
Abstract: Zuiweng tanlu F¥%71% 5% ( Collected Talks of a Drunkard ), which has traditionally been

regarded as a monograph on ancient art of storytelling, is thought to describe the extraordinary skills of
the story tellers in the Song and Yuan dynasties and contain a lot of scripts used by those story tellers.
Our examination of the origins and the evolutions of such notions as huaben 3EZS (storyteller’s script) ,
shegeng T # (cultivation with tongue) and shuoshu 15145 ( talk about books) as well as the style of the
novels included therein falsifies the traditional categorization of the book. Rather than about the art of
oral storytelling, the section of Shegeng xuyin 7 #F4L5| (introduction to cultivation with tongue) in
Zuiweng tanlu is just a description of the thriving creation activities of the then novelists and the works

included in the book are all the novels intended for reading instead of the scripts of oral storytelling.

Key words: storyteller’s script; shegeng; language style; novel
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