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Relationship between the Sealing and Transcribing System in the
Imperial Examinations and the Changes of Calligraphy in

Interest and Charm in the Song Dynasty
TAO Xiao-jun, WANG Han-wei

Abstract; With the establishment of the sealing and transcribing system, the influence of the quality of
calligraphy on the success in the imperial examinations in the Song Dynasty was greatly reduced in com-
parison with the Tang Dynasty. However, the calligraphy characteristics of esteeming norm in the Tang
Dynasty and valuing meaning in the Song Dynasty were not the result of the implementation and applica-
tion of the sealing and transcribing system in the imperial examinations in the Song Dynasty. The pursuit
of “meaning” in the Song Dynasty was actually based on “norm”. What exists between “meaning” and
“norm” is not an ideological opposition between free creation and restricted creation, or a calligraphic
opposition between running and cursive scripts and regular script, but a developmental relationship of
expanding new space on the basis of existing experience. The different artistic pursuits of the calligra-
phers in the Tang and Song dynasties and the different zeitgeists embodied in the calligraphic works most
probably resulted from the different social positions and spiritual states of the literati.

Key words: Song Dynasty; sealing and transcribing; calligraphic style
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