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A Lonely Exploration and Journey: A Review of the

Creation and Theory of Buddhist Novels in the Republic of China
LIU Zhi-quan

Abstract; In this paper, we systematically review the creation of Buddhist novels and relevant theoret-
ical studies on such novels during the period of the Republic of China by dividing the development of
the Buddhist novels into three periods; initial (1911—1928) ; intermediate (1928—1937) ; and final
(1938—1949). We also give a diachronic survey to the relatively inadequate theoretical studies on
Buddhist novels and analyze the reason why there was such a big discrepancy between the creation of
Buddhist novels and the theoretical studies on them. All this is intended to explore a new area for the
studies on the history of modern literature.

Key words: Buddhist novels; Buddhist literature ; modern literature history
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