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Regional Rule of Law or Regional Legal System .

A Discussion Based on Professor Gong Pixiang’s Paper
ZHANG Biao, ZHOU Ye-zhong

Abstract; The concept of the development of regional rule of law, failing to be logically self-consist-
ent, neglects the relationship between rule of law and sovereignty. Also, it is hard to precisely define
the scope of region and effectively distinguish its connotation from local rule of law. At present, studies
on regional rule of law tend to be problem-based. However, these studies on regional rule of law,
whether it is intended to ensure regional development, to coordinate the developments between differ-
ent regions or to regulate autonomous regional governance, all fail to grasp the nature of regional issues
from a sound legal perspective. Regional issues focus on three fields: regional cooperation, regional
competition, and cross-regional management of public affairs, reflecting that regional relationship
which takes local governments as the subject has been in disorder actually. Hence, there is an urgent
need for accelerating the building of regional legal system from the perspectives of central legislation,
local joint legislation, regional administration, and settlement of regional disputes.

Key words: regional rule of law; regional relationship; law-based exercise of power; regional legal

system
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