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Ecological Essence of Marx’s Theory of Human Nature
HAN Xiu-jing

Abstract; The reason why Marx’s theory of human nature can surpass any thought in any previous pe-
riod in history and start a revolution in the concept of human nature lies not only in his argument that
man is the sum total of social relations, but also in his creative attempts to integrate ecological ideas
into the basic rules of human nature. He regards the essential unity of man and nature as the existing
form of human nature. It is due to this unity that man can be saved from alienation, thus bringing a-
bout a real resurgence of the natural world, which enables the material transformation between man
and nature. Hence, it is of great realistic significance and urgency to grasp the ecological essence of
Marx’s theory of human nature and take it as a guiding rule to build the concrete path so as to resolve
the ecological crisis in present-day China.

Key words: Marx; theory of human nature; ecological essence
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