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(®Bourdieu #£ The Forms of Social Capital ¥ f# J& 5 :Social capital is the aggregate of the actual or potential resources which are
linked to possession of a durable network of more or less institutionalized relationships of mutual acquaintance and recognition—or in oth-
er words, to membership in a group—which provides each of its members with the backing of the collectivity-owned capital, a “creden-

tial” which entitles them to credit, in the various senses of the word.
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The Sociality of Social Capital .

A Reinterpretation of Bourdieu’s Social Capital Theory
WANG Yu-lei

Abstract ; Due to the utility relationship, researches on social capital focus only on its economic bene-
fits but neglect its sociality. Such tendency is against Bourdieu’s social capital theory intended to re-
solve the binary opposition between structure and agency. Social capital means accumulating labor,
which combines structure and agency. It is more about the interaction between agents and collectives
than that between individuals. Hence, we cannot simply take social capital as relationship capital at
the individual level. In fact, social capital comes from a social network characterized by institutional-
ized acquaintance relationship, in which collective capital and credibility are available to its members.
The sociality of social capital lies in the network’s irreducibility ; that is, the network integrates indi-
viduals, and individuals constitute the network. The case of Xu Fudun illustrates the reproduction of
social capital in the process of moralization, institutionalization and integration.

Key words: Bourdieu; social capital ; sociality; social network ; guanxi
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