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Virtual Space and Its Relationship with Man, Earth and Machine
ZHANG Zhi-cang

Abstract; The virtual space, which is neither false nor empty, constitutes an integral system together
with man, earth and machine. In this system, man is the subject that knows, creates and operates the
virtual space, and the virtual man is the main element of the virtual space. The earth, as man’s habi-
tat, is not only the object of virtual space, but also the carrier of virtual geography. Issues about space
form, geographical environment, geographical measurement, geographical expression and the relation-
ship between real and virtual geographies are of great theoretical and practical significance to our polit-
ical and economic realities, as well as to the research and development of science and technology. Ma-
chine refers to computer network, which plays an essential role in forming virtual space, a kind of
screen space or network space. No computer, no virtual space. As computers become more and more
intelligent, robots and electronic men will gradually replace real human beings in virtual space.

Key words: virtual space; living space; man; earth; machine

OUE ] % A4 G H A AR &), w40 42,1997 £, % 149 T,

012



