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Self-confidence in the Path of Socialism with Chinese Characteristics :
Its Historical Understanding, Practice Orientation,

and Philosophical Implications
YANG Rong-jun

Abstract; The self-confidence in the path to socialism with Chinese characteristics derives from the
CPC’s belief in its vision of communism which results from the explorations, inheritance and innova-
tions it has made in the process of answering the question of “what is communism”. This issue does
not only involve both theory and practice when viewed from a historical perspective, but is also closely
related to the choice of the political route for China’s building a modernized socialistic country. There-
fore, a deepened understanding of this issue is of enormous significance. In practice, centering on this
issue, we have to develop a correct understanding of the historical position of today’s China and the
problems it faces and give full play to the guidance on practice from philosophical reflections we have
to make in our thorough exploration of the philosophical implications embedded in this issue. Axiologi-
cally, the value of socialism lies in its function to bring all its people universal welfare and happiness.
Epistemologically, a correct understanding of socialism can only be achieved after a long historical
process of exploring and practicing socialism by building a unity between scientific truth and axiological
ideals. In terms of practice, under the condition of sticking to the basic principles of socialism, we
have to create a scientific institutional and universal value framework in which people can live a free
and happy life by giving equal emphasis to scientific truth and axiological pursuits of socialism in our
innovative practice of socialism and our exploration of the uncharted world of socialism.
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