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An Intertextual Analysis of the Poems in Mao Zonggang’s Edition

of The Romance of the Three Kingdoms
WANG Ling

Abstract; The poems in the novel The Romance of the Three Kingdoms fall into three types: poems
written by the characters as historical figures; poems concerning history written by others poets; and
poems written by the novelist himself. Borrowed from other writers, the former two types show their in-
dependence from the text of the novel and thus extend and enrich the meaning of the novel through in-
tertextual links between the novel and the original texts of the quoted poems. The third type, though
comparatively weak in making intertextual implications, can build a kind of inter texts for the develop-
ment of the plot of the novel. If the intertextuality between the novel and the former two types of poems
are more in line with what the western theory of intertextuality means, the intertextuality between po-
ems created by the novelist and the novel itself is more in agreement with what Chinese traditional in-
ter-textual rhetoric device refers to.

Key words: The Romance of the Three Kingdoms; Mao Zonggang’s edition; verses; intertextuality
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