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Howard’s Theory of Social City and Its Educational Legacy :
About the Ethical Construction in Small Towns and Its
Implications for New Farmers’ Education
XUE Xiao-yang
Abstract; Howard, the great city dreamer and designer of civilization, left us not only his infinite i-
magination about city planning, but also rich and valuable educational legacies. His city theory in-
cludes the understanding and choice of human civilization and ethical life. He hoped that his concep-
tion of city and town could breed a new hope, new life and new civilization. Howard’s city theory is
strongly associated with a utopian faith and commune complex, which contains the spirit of community
education and self-governance ethics. This theory formulates a dream of an ideal city of limited scale.
The ultimate goal of this dream is to build a harmonious, free and comfortable town world, where it is
possible to realize the classical Greek community policy and its education plan. Howard’s city planning
has valuable implications for the construction of social ethics in a town and the moral education of

transferred farmers.
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