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My heart leaps up when I behold

A rainbow in the sky:

So was it when my life began;

So is it now I am a man;

So be it when I shall grow old,

Or let me die!

The Child is father of the Man;

I could wish my days to be

Bound each to each by natural piety.
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On Childhood’s Place in Life
LIU Xiao-dong
Abstract; Childhood is the root of life, which is the basis supporting the principle of “child-centered-

ness”. Childhood has abundant resource of human nature. The adult is the successor as well as the

beneficiary to the childhood resource. From the point of individual development, becoming adult is the

end of children’s growth. But from the idea of “returning to the baby” , the end of life is the return of

childhood ; that is say, childhood is the ultimate goal of life. From the perspective of human evolution,

the child is a natural end. Childhood resource is the foundation of life and civilization. Not only the

children’s education should stick to the principle of “child-centeredness” , the progress of civilization

also needs to stick to this principle so as to return to human nature as envisioned by Karl Marx.

Key words: childhood; adulthood; teleology; child-centeredness
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