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Modern Hermeneutics’ Interpretation of Freud’s Psychoanalysis
WANG Guo-fang

Abstract; There is a close and bidirectional relationship between psychoanalysis and hermeneutics.
Traditional hermeneutics gave a methodological support to the classical psychoanalysis while modern
scholars of hermeneutics regard psychoanalysis as their essential text as well as theoretical tool with
great methodological significance. Freud’s classical psychoanalysis became an important text for herme-
neutics to develop into its present form. In this paper, we try to explore the relationship between her-
meneutics and psychoanalysis through instancing Ricoeur’s and Habermas’ interpretations of Freud’s
psychoanalysis. In so doing, we hope to analyze the content and the result of their interpretations sys-
tematically in order to reveal the integration process between psychoanalysis and other humanities and
social sciences and expose the multiple values and significance psychoanalysis contributes to the devel-
opment of human culture.

Key words: hermeneutics; psychoanalysis; subject archaeology; self-reflection
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