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The Technical Criticism of Capital and Communism

LIU Xiongwei

Abstract; Although the aircraft, nuclear weapons, the Internet, genetic engineering and artificial
intelligence appearing after the beginning of the 20th century were all unforeseeable and unimaginable
to Marx, in the mid-19th century when the technology and industry were in the ascendant, Marx had
already developed a perception of genius that a new era dominated by techno-capital was coming and
accordingly begun to consciously reflect on the socio-political effects of technology. In terms of the re-
flection on technology, Marx is obviously superior to the philosophers of technology since the 20th cen-
tury. His basic judgment is that modern science and technology are not only the embodiment of rational
power, but also the inevitable result of capital’s logical control. Therefore, the reflection on modern
science and technology cannot be confined to the philosophical and ideological level, but should be
upgraded to a critique of the capitalist mode of production. Rethinking the philosophy of technology in
Capital can not only activate the theoretical charm of Marx’s philosophy in our technological age, but
also enable us to scientifically look forward to the direction of a new civilization in the future prescribed
by modern technology.
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