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The Strategic Decision and Implementation Path of Local

Education Development in China

YANG Xiaowei

Abstract It is in essence a type of strategic decision-making for the local governments to make strate-
gic planning for educational development in the next five years, the next decade, or a longer term.
Constructing a socialist China with its strength in education depends on the concerted efforts made by
the central and the local governments. The local education strategy must respond to and implement the
national education development strategy. In order to do this, it should first make an in-depth analysis
of the environment of education development, and establish strategic decision-making ideas accordingly.
It should also be good at making an appropriate choice between the resource-orientated and the oppor-
tunity-orientated developments, and keep a critical eye on making educational decisions motivated by
keeping up with the trend or coerced by the development of the trend. To achieve a high-quality
education is the theme of the current education reform and development, which should run through the
objectives, tasks and projects of strategic planning and its implementation. In making their own educa-
tion strategies, the local governments are supposed to respond to the requirements of the national edu-
cation strategy as well as the changes in the population and economic and social development; to refer
to and learn from the successful experience of other similar regions; and to guide and support the
development of their schools and various educational institutions. The implementation process of local
education strategy is not only a process of decoding and implementing the national strategy but also a
process of seeking local paths and innovating local experience to facilitate the overall implementation of
the national strategy. Finally, the article explains how to find a local path for the national strategy and
how to create a unique local experience during the implementation of the educational strategy in the
form of case analysis.
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