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A Critique of Alasdair MaclIntyre’s Critique of

“the Enlightenment Project”

CHEN Zhen

Abstract ; Alasdair Maclntyre claims that the Enlightenment project of providing a rational vindication
of morality had decisively failed, because, the first, “none of them [ the philosophers who have
followed the project |in fact succeed” ; the second, due to the project, the moral disagreement among
contemporary analytical philosophers cannot be settled because of the incommensurability of the funda-
mental principles held by them; the third, under the influence of the project, modern Western morali-
ty has been in disorder and broken into the fragments of a concept scheme because the project’s justifi-
cation for the rationality of morality separates morality from its historical contexts. However,
Maclntyre’s criticism is either groundless or short of evidence. Therefore, his criticism cannot hold
water. Reason, since the period of the Enlightenment, has been and will still be the irreplaceable
method for moral research and moral solution.

Keywords: Alasdair Maclntyre; the Enlightenment project; incommensurability; fundamental
moral disagreement
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