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Ensuring a Fair Starting Line; A Comparative Analysis of
Indicators of Early Childhood Education Opportunity

Between OECD Countries and China

DENG Li, PENG Zhengmei

Abstract ; Early childhood education is the starting point of lifelong learning. It is of great importance
for individuals, the society and the nation to ensure equal access to early childhood education. This
paper compares and analyzes nine indicators of three kinds of early childhood educational opportunity,
i. e. enrollment rates, expenditure and teaching staff. Results show that there is a big gap between
China and the OECD countries in the development of early childhood education. Educational attain-
ments and socio-economic status of parents largely influence the enrollment of preschool children.
Therefore , it is suggested that China should include early childhood education for 0 —3 year olds in its
overall education plan; include one year of early childhood education in the compulsory education to
increase the enrollment rate of early childhood education ; increase and balance public funding for early
childhood education; improve the quantity and quality of early childhood education teachers; attach
more attention to the disadvantaged children; and enhance the early childhood education as a part of
public welfare.
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