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Centering on the Contract: A Study on the Mechanism of

Third-Party Governance of Environmental Pollution

REN Zhuoran

Abstract ; Against the background of public administration reform, contract has been introduced into
the field of environmental governance as a regulatory tool, hence the development of a typical mechanism
of third-party governance of environmental pollution. This kind of governance is a complex contract
system composed of three types of contracts: administrative contract, civil contract and public contract.
In terms of the tool it involves and the reality it faces, this governance mechanism follows the following
logic in operation: to control the environmental risks based on science and value judgments; to coordi-
nate interests with the participation of multiple subjects; and to prevent conflicts in advance through
consultation and co-governance. At the same time, the third-party governance of environmental pollu-
tion also has an unavoidable paradox and practical dilemma. In this regard, it is necessary to take the
contract as the center, promote the systematic upgrade of the rule system at the macro level, and
complete the optimization of the institutional guarantee mechanism at the micro level, so as to maxi-
mize the effectiveness of the mechanism of third-party governance of environmental pollution.
Keywords : environmental pollution; third-party governance; contract
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