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Philosophical Logic of the Poetic Discourse of the Third Generation
ZHAO Liming

Abstract ;: The third generation is the general term referring to the new generation of poets after the so-
called “Misty Poetry Movement” , and is called the generation of language consciousness in China.
However, most of its poetic discourse comes from modern language philosophy, and the logic of speech
is also the extension of language philosophy. Their discourse on the demarcation between language and
daily life is derived from the discourse related to Wittgenstein, and their discourse on “poetry ending
with language” and “theory of nonsense” also come from Heidegger’s existentialist view of language.
The theories of the reduction of signifier and the rejection of metaphor are direct deductions of
Saussure’s structuralist linguistic theory. The poetic discourse of the third generation is not in the same
field with modern language philosophy, and there are many misinterpretations in their interpretation of
philosophy. Nevertheless, it has successfully transformed philosophical resources into poetics ones,
and launched a vigorous poetic movement. Apart from that, they have also changed the language event
into the actional event, the poetics of thought into the poetics of behavior, and provided a different
experience for the development of contemporary literature.

Keywords : third generation; poetic discourse; philosophical logic; common language; poetry ending
with language ; reduction to the signifier; rejection of metaphor
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