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Towards a Human-centered Sociology: Implications of
Fei Xiaotong’s Reflection on the Development of

His Sociological Thoughts in His Later Years

LEI Lihong, CHEN Xinxiang

Abstract ; The understanding of the nature of society produces different social views, which affect the
development of the theory and practice of sociologists, and is of fundamental importance to the
construction of the discipline of sociology and to the scholars’ academic research as well. Based on Fei
Xiaotong’s reflection on his academic career in his later years, this article analyzes the two views on
society he developed and the corresponding sociological research orientations he proposed. The academic
influence produced by his two views on society in the three different periods of his life is also under
careful analysis in this article. On this basis, we point out that Fei Xiaotong attributed his academic
views and achievements to the influence of Pan Guangdan’s “new humanistic thoughts”, and
accordingly put forward his “human-centered” view on society. Finally, we argue that the “human-
centered” sociological research is of great significance to the development of sociological theories and
plays an important role in guiding the practice of social change.
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disciplinary development
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