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The Predicament of Workers: De-skilling and the “Hollowness” of Education

DU Liansen

Abstract ; The topic of workers aroused the resonance of working people from all walks of life. Taking
the experience of a group of vocational school students as an example, this study discusses the educa-
tion and labor dilemmas faced by workers. Findings show that the daily education of vocational schools
emphasizes management rather than skills. Teachers and parents have greater management require-
ments for vocational school students than knowledge requirements, and their educational expectations
are lower. The weakening of skills education has led to the low level of skill learning of vocational
school students. Observing the labor process in the manufacturing industry, there is a trend of
de-skilling. The more automation technology develops, the lower the skill requirements for workers.
Affected by this, most of the job positions for vocational school students have low skill requirements,
and they are eager to learn technology but cannot achieve it. Analysis of the relationship between
school education and de-skilling shows that as the labor of skilled workers is downgraded to a simple
level, industrial enterprises will place more emphasis on the personality of obedience. The value of
skills education is therefore weakened. The education process of vocational schools pays more attention
to discipline and deviates from the essence of education. This leads to the hollowness of vocational
school education content and the deterioration of education ecology.
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