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A Questionnaire Survey on the Efficiency of Core Socialist Values
Education in China’s Primary and Middle Schools .

A Study from Students’ Perspective

CAO Ge, SHI Zhongying

Abstract ; Since the 18th National Congress of the Communist Party of China, the core socialist values
education has been carried out in China’s primary and middle schools. To have a better understanding
of the efficiency of the education, 3932 elementary school students, 4545 junior high school students,
and 4210 senior high school students across the country were surveyed. Results show that students
score very high in the aspect of overall cognition of the core socialist values. They also obtain high
scores in cognitive, emotional and behavioral dimensions of the core values at the national, social and
personal levels. This indicates that the education of the core socialist values in primary and middle
schools is effective overall. Students’ performances vary with their grade levels, their parents’ educa-
tional backgrounds and the regions they are from: middle school students’ performance is weaker than
that of the primary school students; the performance of the primary and secondary school students
whose parents have a college degree or below is weaker than the performance of those whose parents
have a bachelor’s degree, master’s degree or above; the performance of students from the middle and
western regions is weaker than that of the students from the eastern part of China. The results of the
study provide empirical support for improving the education of the core socialist values in primary and
secondary schools, and suggest that we should, among others, strengthen our understanding of the
importance of the education in this regard by paying attention to the characteristics of the students at
different levels, adhere to the principle of coordination, strengthen practice-based education, and pay
attention to regional differences.

Keywords ; core socialist values; values education; elementary and middle schools; student perspective
About the authors: CAO Ge is Post-doctoral Fellow at Institute of Education, Tsinghua University
(Beijing 100084 ) ; SHI Zhongying, Distinguished Professor of the Changjiang Scholars Program, is
Professor and PhD Supervisor at Institute of Education, Tsinghua University ( Beijing 100084 ).

031



