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People-orientedness: The Premise of Marxist Democratic Discourse

ZHAO Enguo, PANG Junfang

Abstract : Marxist democratic discourse adheres to “people-orientedness” and rejects “individual-ori-
entedness”. However, it does not exclude the individual from the universal concept of the people, but
has a clear understanding of the democratic discourse of individual-orientedness. The Marxist discourse
in this regard sees not only the function played by the concept of individual-orientedness to protect per-
sonal freedom, but the limitation of its inherent defects on individual freedom as well. Firstly, as the
premise of ontology, the people-orientedness stipulates that the Marxist democratic discourse not only
requires the “presence” of the people, but also emphasizes the “presentation” of the people. Second-
ly, as the premise of essentialism, adhering to the people-oriented democratic discourse realizes an
“organic unity” of people belonging to different families, social strata and communities, that is,
achieving an identity with differences. Finally, as the premise of teleology, adhering to the democratic
discourse of people-orientedness is to solve the historical contradictions between individuals and
humankind, and between the special interests and the general interests, so as to realize the complete
liberation of human beings in the commonwealth of free men. The discussion on the premise of Marxist
democratic discourse is helpful in implementing the concept of people-centeredness in the construction
of democratic politics in contemporary China.

Keywords : democratic discourse; individual freedom; people-orientedness; organic unity; common-
wealth of free men
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