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Setting a Humanistic Goal for Contemporary Chinese Art Education

YI Xiaoming

Abstract ; Under the guidance of the fundamental task of education, art education needs to inherit the
excellent tradition of our country, reorient itself back to the function of education, and actively respond
to the needs of the development of the times to build a humanistic goal of art education with Chinese
characteristics. First of all, this paper discusses the unique education mechanism of art, and puts
forward the position of setting a humanistic goal of art education aiming for students’ overall perceptual
and conceptual development. On this basis, it explores the moral dimension of the Chinese art spirit,
which takes “life” as the core. Combining the humanistic spirit and discourse of Chinese traditional
aesthetic education with the contemporary Chinese social context and the reform trend of world art
education, the paper puts forward the humanistic goal of contemporary art education in China, that is,
to form the aesthetic of life characterized by “all things being one and coexisting symbiotically”. This
requires us to revere the sacredness of all things and feel the beauty of the world ; to practice the theory
of “art for life” ;to nurture our feelings in art, discover the meaning of life and live an art-based life;
and to enhance our ability to “let art penetrate into society” by actively taking part in social life so as
to make our society change for the better because of art.

Keywords : Chinese art spirit; art education; humanistic goal
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