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The Subject Awakening in the Transition of Ethics in Modern China .
Sun Yat-sen’s Three Principles of the People Propagated in

Chinese Countryside
ZHANG Yan

Abstract:In the course of the last century, the Chinese nation experienced an ethical awakening
process, from blindly obeying oppression and unconsciously resisting aggression to consciously fighting
for national survival and independence. In this process, Sun Yat-sen’s Three Principles of the People
called for the peasants’ subjective consciousness when it was propagated and promoted in the country-
side. The principles of nationalism brought the modern rational concept of the state and the conscious-
ness of national identity to the peasants. The principles of democracy made the peasants begin to have
the desire to be the masters of the country and to have the awareness of democratic rights. The
principle of people’s livelihood ignited the life ideals for the peasants to pursue true freedom. The
awakened peasants became the basic force for winning the victory of the new-democratic revolution,
and the awakened countryside correspondingly became the natural and spiritual field for the Chinese
nation to move toward modern society.
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