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Exploring Factors Influencing the Involvement of Deaf
Students’ Parents: An Analysis of the Data from

Independent Deaf Schools in Jiangsu Province

LI Xiang, MIAO Jiandong

Abstract ; The educational synergy formed by special children’s families and schools can promote the
children’s healthy and comprehensive development and help them to be better integrated into society in
the future. However, parents of these group of children are facing multiple difficulties in their involve-
ment into the school education of their children. Based on the survey data from independent schools for
the deaf in Jiangsu Province, this paper takes the field theory as the analytical framework, and
investigates the factors influencing parental involvement in deaf school education from the following
four dimensions: parents’ beliefs, the field of deaf schools, family capital, and deaf students’
individual factors. It is found that parents’ acceptance attitude towards deaf students predicts their
cognitive involvement and emotional involvement positively, and parents’ attitude towards their own
involvement predicts their cognitive involvement and behavioral involvement positively. Parents’ satis-
faction with the home-school cooperation system in deaf schools predicts their cognitive involvement
significantly negatively, while their attitude towards teachers’ motivation in deaf schools predicts their
emotional involvement significantly positively. The family cultural capital of deaf students predicts their
cognitive involvement, emotional involvement and behavioral involvement positively. The general
alienation of deaf students predicts parents’ cognitive involvement and behavioral involvement
negatively, while the emotional intelligence of deaf students predicts parents’ cognitive involvement,
emotional involvement and behavioral involvement positively. On this basis, we suggest that we should
attach importance to the sincere emotional relationship between special children and their parents, and
strengthen the construction of family support system for special children.

Keywords : deaf students; parental involvement; parents’ beliefs; field of deaf schools; family capital ;
individual deaf student
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