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Creating the Myth of Studying Abroad. System, Capital and Face
CHENG Pingyuan

Abstract: Young students’ fervor in studying abroad has attracted wide concern in China. By analyzing
the data collected by a participatory observation of and interviews with some young Chinese students
studying in the United States, we found that young Chinese students’ enthusiasm in studying abroad is
basically driven by the “myth of success brought about by going abroad”. Based on the myth theory,
this paper analyzes how the following three forces have created the myth of studying abroad:; i. e. , the
Chinese education system, the domestic and foreign educational capital, and Chinese parents’ percep-
tion of face. This myth dominates the educational perception of both Chinese parents and their chil-
dren, who fail to have due understanding of the challenges they will face caused by such factors as the
difficulties in daily life, the conflicts in culture and values, and the differences between Chinese and
western educational systems. This inadequacy leads to a series of problems the young students will
encounter when studying abroad.

Keywords : myth of studying abroad; institutional advantages; institutional disadvantages; educational
capital ; face
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